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“Trailer Parks Replacing Trees, with New Suburbs Built to Please”
Remarks Delivered at the Sixth “Pinellas by the Decades” Program
Pinellas Room, Heritage Village
11 March 2012, 2:00 p.m.

by
James Anthony Schnur
Past President, Pinellas County Historical Society
Associate University Librarian, Poynter Library, USF St. Petersburg

Welcome to the sixth program of “Pinellas by the Decades,” a series of lectures
and conversations sponsored by the Pinellas County Historical Society at Heritage
Village to commemorate the centennial of our independence from Hillsborough
County on January 1, 1912. For the next few months, we will cover the historic
landscape of the Pinellas Peninsula by remembering important events and
discussing how these events shaped our history and present‐day reality.
TRAILER POSTCARD The focus of today’s lecture is to revisit the period from 1952
through 1961. In our January program, we examined how our agricultural
resources nourished us during the lean years of the Great Depression. Last
month, we remembered how Florida had more than 170 military installations that
welcomed young men as they prepared to fight in the Second World War. Many
of those soldiers and sailors who trained in St. Petersburg, tested Roebling
Alligators in Dunedin, or convalesced at Bay Pines and the Don CeSar made plans
to return to the area after their service in the war. And many of them did.
2 ADS The postwar boom transformed the Florida peninsula, as well as the
Pinellas peninsula. Subdivisions sprouted in western and northern St. Petersburg;
meanwhile, new communities took shape east of the cities of Largo, Clearwater,
and Dunedin. The Gulf Coast Highway spurred this development, one that turned
many farmlands and groves into planned communities and commercial entities.
While the northeastern corner of Pinellas remained relatively quiet, a large boot
soon appeared among the woodlands east of Lake Butler, now Lake Tarpon, and
Brahman bulls dotted the landscape.
The location of another home for “bulls” soon led to yet another Pinellas‐
Hillsborough rivalry, this one over the location of Florida’s fourth university, the
University of South Florida, after its creation in 1956. Other educational battles
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took place on distant stages, as well. A landmark United States Supreme Court
decision in 1954 challenged the notion of segregated educational facilities.
Although token integration did not begin until the 1960s, the postwar struggle for
civil rights soon took shape. DUNCAN AD By the beginning of the 1960s, protests
over segregated facilities came to Webb’s City and other stores in downtown St.
Petersburg, as well as restaurants and other public accommodations. The civil
rights struggle and battle to desegregate facilities will continue to heat up next
month as we talk about the 1960s, but some of us did start to “cool down” during
the summers of the 1950s thanks to the air conditioners that hummed
throughout the summer months. SHIRT AD
We have much to cover, so let’s get started with a drive along the beach. Rather
than overtly compete against one another, the various incorporated and
unincorporated settlements along the Pinellas beaches decided to develop a
unified marketing effort in the early 1950s. HOLIDAY ISLES By 1952, many
brochures and materials from the various chambers of commerce touted these
beaches as the Holiday Isles. Let's start down at the south end, in St. Pete Beach.
Here's a view looking towards the present Pinellas Bayway. 1960 AERIAL AND
TODAY Notice how things have changed over the past 50 years. The areas that are
now islands along the Pinellas Bayway such as Isla del Sol did not exist, though
plans for what became known as the Ratner Fill were approved by county
commissioners in 1957. BAYWAY BONDS Lee Ratner, a Chicago developer who
also had developed areas around Fort Myers, dredged over 440 acres in a way
that forever altered the southern part of Boca Ciega Bay.
Soon, similar dredging projects in St. Pete Beach took shape. SPB And, by 1960,
Tierra Verde began to take shape as small islands were joined by dredged sand.
TIERRA VERDE By the late 1950s, small communities between Pass‐a‐Grille and
Blind Pass had merged into a single city known as St. Petersburg Beach. TI FIRE
TRUCK‐2 IMAGES Up the road, the settlements of Treasure Island, Boca Ciega,
Sunshine Beach, and Sunset Beach consolidated into a single municipality of
Treasure Island in May 1955. THUNDERBIRD A string of beach hotels sprouted up
on either side of Gulf Boulevard, and a few of them remain to this day. 2
CONTEST PHOTOS AND TRAILS END
The year 1955 was a busy one on the Gulf Beaches: In May, an 18‐block stretch
between Gulf Boulevard and the Gulf of Mexico became Gulf Belleair, a
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community later renamed Belleair Shore. On August 30, voters agreed to
incorporate Redington Shores as a municipality. RED SHORES On November 14,
Indian Rocks Beach voters also approved a referendum on incorporation. Also, on
July 19, residents of the mainland area known in the late 1940s as "Coreytown"
approved a measure to incorporate South Pasadena.
Tourist attractions appeared on both sides of the Johns Pass Bridge. JOHNS PASS
Victor Clemson's home on 120th Avenue East in Treasure Island gained notoriety
for the more than 1,000 birds that regularly congregated near his property. Many
tourists and residents visited this impromptu attraction, dubbed "Parakeet
Village," leading to complaints as cars clogged the narrow streets. The Treasure
Island Chamber of Commerce even promoted the site as a local attraction.
Meanwhile, an aquarium with porpoise shows known as Marine Arena operated
on the Madeira Beach side of Johns Pass between 1953 and 1965.
MAD BEACH GROINS By 1956, Madeira Beach city officials approved as series of
200‐foot groins north from Johns Pass to the city line with Redington Beach.
Dubbed "Operation Comeback," these groins were mean to curb erosion. MAD
BEACH POOL The area near the Tides Bath Club in North Redington Beach
experienced great transitions, going from this POSTCARD in the late 1930s to this
by the late 1950s 2 IMAGES. Here are two scenes along Gulf Boulevard at the
Tides in 1956 and now. 2 IMAGES Just south of the North Redington/Redington
Shores line, the change is also obvious. 2 IMAGES
In June 1958, the first cars passed over the new Indian Rocks Bridge at
Walsingham Road, a structure that replaced the 1916 bridge along The Narrows. 2
IMAGES A few miles north along Gulf Boulevard, the Indian Rocks Long Pier jutted
out into Tampa Bay between June 1959 and its demise during Hurricane Elena in
the late summer of 1985. 2 IMAGES And new subdivisions along Belleair Beach
were dredged from the bay. BELLEAIR BCH Although Clearwater Beach seemed
cozy and sparsely developed, 2 IMAGES the Holiday Isles experienced noticeable
growth as finger islands poked into the bay and seawalls choked the natural ebb
and flow of the water. POOL IMAGE
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New settlements also appeared away from the coastline as groves GROVE were
replaced by growth. Trailer parks became the hot commodity of the 1950s. 4
IMAGES While 9,500 acres of Pinellas lands remained under cultivation for citrus
in 1953, 15 years later, in 1968, the area under cultivation was reduced by nearly
50%. LAKE MAGGIORE Tranquil scenes gave way to crowded gatherings, increased
urbanization WILLIAMS PARK, and the expansion of retirement communities 2
IMAGES.
A young entrepreneur who a came to Clearwater from Pennsylvania in 1952
helped to keep these transplants and snowbirds healthy. ECK Jack Eckerd
purchased a small store along Cleveland Street. During the next 25 years, Eckerd
Drug stores experienced phenomenal expansion, with more than 400 stores and a
headquarters in the Largo area. LARGO 2 IMAGES Citrus City may have still had its
agricultural charm, but former citrus and farming communities such as Largo and
Pinellas Park would soon witness notable changes. Improvements to Missouri
Avenue connected Largo with Clearwater, and new shopping centers spouted
along the roadway. MIDWAY
Meanwhile, a drive along Park Boulevard between Lake Seminole and 49th Street
showed a city that started to take shape. PARK BLVD As we approach the
intersection of Park and 66th Street, we notice the trees start to give way to
buildings, OLD IMAGE though there are no traffic lights or big metal tubes [such as
the one at 66th Street and Park] yet. TODAY At the railroad tracks along Park
Boulevard, we reach the heart of the community, still small and rural in character
5 IMAGES. A new traffic light at 49th Street OLD IMAGE may have slowed us
down, but not as much as the intersection does today NOW.
KC‐ 2 IMAGES A little southwest of this intersection, a St. Petersburg developer
built a city on farmland and named it after his son, Kenneth. Sidney Colen came to
St. Petersburg from Erie, PA, in 1947. During the 1950s, he named subdivisions
after his children, Merna (Merna Park) and Leslee (Leslee Heights). In 1957, the
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Florida Legislature passed a bill to create Kenneth City, a community on about 250
acres of unincorporated land in the Lealman area between St. Petersburg and
Pinellas Park. Sidney Colen established a sanitary sewer and private water utility
system unaffiliated with St. Petersburg. In June, at a gathering in the newest
Pinellas municipality, Colen gave a deed for the site of the city hall and recreation
center. These facilities opened in January 1958.
US 19 SHIELD Back to Park Boulevard. If we were to continue our eastward
journey, we would run into the Gulf Coast Highway, a reconfiguration of US
Highway 19 that shifted from the route of Alt. 19 through the backbone of the
largely undeveloped center of Pinellas. Let's take a drive along US 19 from Pasco
County to a new bridge at the tip of the Pinellas Peninsula.
US 19 through western Pasco resembled a farm road. 2 IMAGES OF NPR At the
new junction in Holiday, the Gulf Coast Highway cut into Pinellas through groves
and farmland near Lake Tarpon, rather than following its former path into
downtown Tarpon, Dunedin, and Clearwater. JUNCTION 2 IMAGES Rather than
stopping at the sponge docks TARPON, passing through Dunedin DUNEDIN, and
enjoying the sites along Edgewater Drive POSTCARD, we will traverse a remote
roadway that takes us east of Clearwater near Allen's Creek 2 IMAGES, between
Largo and High Point at Bay Drive/Roosevelt 2 IMAGES, and past Pinellas Park
near the intersection with old Haines Road 2 IMAGES.
If this drive in the country seems remote, let's see how things appear as we
approach the Sunshine City. As we go over the railroad tracks just before 38th
Avenue North 2 IMAGES, we still see trees everywhere around the Lealman area.
Passing 22nd Avenue North IMAGE, we start to see more structures near 13th
Avenue IMAGE. As we reach 5th Avenue North, we approach a site where there
was once a freshwater pond. Similar to the draining of Lake Largo in the 1910s,
Goose Pond was drained in the mid‐twentieth century, leaving behind a fertile
muck in the area between 28th Street, 34th Street, 5th Avenue North, and 1st
Avenue South. GOOSE POND
In what might have been known as St. Petersburg's "Miracle on 34th Street,"
engineers drained the pond, reclaimed the land, and, on July 19, 1955, the last
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remaining link of the Gulf Coast Highway met the first section of Central Plaza, a
suburban mall at Central Avenue and US 19. 3 IMAGES Following this road south
of Central, beyond 15th Avenue 2 IMAGES and 18th Avenue South IMAGE, we
reach an engineering marvel, the original span of the Sunshine Skyway bridge that
opened to traffic on September 6, 1954. SKYWAY POSTCARD
After dedication ceremonies 2 IMAGES, the Skyway opened to traffic with a fairly
high toll of $1.75 at that time. As a result, the Bee Line Ferry that used to operate
from the present location of Bay Vista Recreation Center BAY VISTA was replaced
by a span with roadside parks and amenities 3 IMAGES.
Enough driving for now. Let's talk baseball. Of course, this was a great time to be
a fan of the New York Yankees. YANKEES WS PROGRAM Between 1952 and 1961,
the Bronx Bombers appeared in eight World Series, winning five of them. AL LANG
Every spring, throngs came to Al Lang Field to watch this legendary lineup get
ready for the season. WHITEY FORD Players were not only spotted along the field,
but a few of them even spent time sitting in cabanas along North Redington
Beach, such as Joe DiMaggio and his one‐time wife, Marilyn Monroe. JOE D AND
MARILYN
For nearly a century, except for a brief interlude during World War II, the month
of March has been a great time to enjoy baseball in Florida. DUNEDIN LITTLE
LEAGUE Although the Florida State League and other leagues play throughout the
summer, March was always the month when the stars of the game called Florida
home. WILDWOOD Some fields of dreams a few miles away from Al Lang must
have seemed like they were light years away.
Jackie Robinson integrated Major League Baseball when he joined the Brooklyn
Dodgers in 1947. JACKIE ROBINSON Before he joined his teammates in
integrating Major League ballparks, he first had to stand in between the lines
during spring training in Florida. COLORED SECTION There indeed is the irony:
Some of his biggest fans, such as these folks at Al Lang Field, had separate seats.
At this time, laws in Florida required racial segregation. African‐Americans had
assigned seating in ballparks, at theaters, in many other venues. GREEN BENCH
POSTCARD They faced immediate arrest if they did something as simple as sit for
a moment on the Sunshine City’s fabled green benches.
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ELSTON This brings us back to the Yankees. During the spring of 1955, Elston
Howard became the first African American player on the New York Yankees.
During this time, the Yankees called St. Petersburg their spring training home.
While the Yankees enjoyed some memorable years during that decade, Howard’s
memories of spring training were not as fond as those of his teammates. TAN
STARS During his first spring training, he and other black ballplayers who stayed
in St. Petersburg and other Florida communities could not enjoy the camaraderie
of their teammates after games ended. They could not stay at the Soreno Hotel or
similar accommodations, but instead became guests of leaders in the African
American community. With downtown bars and restaurants off limits, they often
spent their evenings at businesses along Twenty‐Second Street South in the heart
of the African American business district. SPRING TRAINING BLUES
Although Howard received second‐class treatment when not on the field in St.
Petersburg during the 1950s, he generally kept his feelings about this matter to
himself. Others spoke loudly. James Hicks, a journalist for the New York
Amsterdam News, an African American newspaper, once criticized Howard for not
complaining about having to endure segregated accommodations. In April 1959,
Jackie Robinson came to Howard’s defense, reminding Hicks that Howard wanted
barriers to fall, but had to tread carefully in the Deep South, adding “as far as I am
concerned, your column should have been directed more at the Yankee
management for putting Elston Howard into the situation because it has been
proved that if the ball club owners would take a stand, there is no question what
the hotel owners would do.” HOWARD EAGER The year 1961 marked the last time
the Yankees called St. Petersburg their spring training home; YANKEES PAYROLL
the following year, they moved to Fort Lauderdale. METS Al Lang became home
to the expansion New York Metropolitans, the 40‐120 Mets, an inaugural season
that certainly prepared us for the “Hit Show” years of the Tampa Bay Devil Rays.
In looking back at this time, we must remember that segregation touched many
facets of life in Pinellas County. ”NEGRO” NEWS Large newspapers such as the St.
Petersburg Times printed so‐called “Negro News Pages” that were distributed
only within the black community, ”NEGRO” COLUMN while other papers such as
St. Petersburg’s Evening Independent and Tarpon Springs Leader printed “Negro
News Columns.” SHACKS Soon after the land boom, as St. Petersburg’s African
American community grew, the crowded areas at Methodist Town and the Gas
Plant district, now the site of Tropicana Field, became too small for the number of
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residents. SEG MAP By the 1930s, city planners sought to expand the Jim Crow
district south and west of the downtown, but carefully avoided the then all‐white
communities of Bartlett Park, Lakeview, and Childs Park. JORDAN PARK The
construction of the Jordan Park community by the late 1930s was a welcome
relief, but even this community was met by fierce opposition. MR. TAXPAYER
CAMPBELL PARK THEN By the 1950s, improvements did take place at Campbell
Park, here seen looking north with the Gas Plant that is near the intersection of
First Avenue South and Sixteenth Street. NOW In the mid‐1950s, Jennie Hall Pool
opened in Wildwood, due to the philanthropy of Hall, a white retiree from the
Midwest. JENNIE HALL OBIT At that time, the pool and a small sliver of land along
the downtown known as South Mole were the only places within St. Petersburg
where African Americans could swim. ”NEGROES” DENIED Attempts to integrate
Spa Beach, shown here in 1954, 2 IMAGES that took place on August 21, 1955, led
to the arrest of eight African Americans. The court case ultimately ruled in favor
of those arrested. SPA BEACH CLOSED and the United States Supreme Court
refused to hear the city’s appeal in April 1957. Facing the prospect of integrated
facilities, the city closed the beach.
Three years earlier, another action by the U.S. Supreme Court also had changed
the course of history. In their unanimous Brown vs. Board of Education decision in
May 1954, the Justices had ruled that the “separate but equal” standard applied
in the 1896 Plessey v. Ferguson case for segregated railroad accommodations was
unconstitutional. GIBBS HS Southern states, including Florida, had used Plessey to
justify segregated facilities. In 1955, the Court issued its so‐called implementation
decree, ordering states in affected areas to desegregate facilities “with all
deliberate speed.”
How did school leaders in Pinellas County react? Although James Bond, the
district’s Supervisor of Negro Education, claimed that Brown would dismantle the
caste system, JOHNS PHOTO state lawmakers and Acting Governor Charley Johns
worked diligently to prevent local districts from complying with the verdict.
JOHNS ARTICLE Not that they had to worry about this in Pinellas: the only
“integration” that took place immediately was that names in the school directory
now appeared in alphabetical order, without a separate directory for black
educators.
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FLOYD Superintendent Floyd T. Christian thought that the courts will allow
segregation to continue if school officials in Pinellas made a good faith effort to
build improved facilities for black students. Even before Brown, the county had
started a major plan to upgrade schools in segregated communities in anticipation
of court action. New facilities included Sixteenth Street Junior High School, an
improved and expanded campus for Pinellas High School, the school for African
Americans in North Pinellas County, Wildwood Elementary, Ridgecrest
Elementary, Gibbs Junior College on the Gibbs High School campus, Perkins
Elementary, and Lincoln Heights Elementary By September 1956, Christian
boasted that these new campuses made schools “separate but really equal.”
At that time, the county board of public instruction operated St. Petersburg Junior
College, SPJC‐ 2 IMAGES the institution we now know as St. Petersburg College.
Rather than integrate the junior college at its campus along Eagle Lake, officials
received approval from Tallahassee to create a segregated college at Gibbs High.
About one dozen such Jim Crow colleges were built in Florida during the 1950s,
most of them after Brown. GIBBS STRIDES Two years after it opened, Gibbs
became the sixth largest junior college in the state, and the largest for African
Americans. Ironically, blacks in neighboring counties including Hillsborough and
Manatee, were actually bused into Gibbs since those counties had no similar
institution. CAN’T ATTACK In another fitting irony, the first commencement
speaker at Gibbs Junior College was a white man, a man named Branch Rickey.
Rickey reminded graduates that their words would not obliterate prejudice.
Indeed, the words of those opposed to integration spoke loudly. HENDRIX One
notable example was a resident of Oldsmar, Bill Hendrix, who led on contingent of
the Ku Klux Klan and ran for governor a few times during this era. Hendrix
regularly peppered his racist commentary with overtones of violence, boasting
that the bombing of state NAACP leader Harry T. Moore and his wife in Brevard
County on Christmas Day 1951 was inevitable because “he wasn’t just a Negro, he
was a communist.” SLAIN He delivered this screed to a convention of Florida’s
sheriffs in early 1952, just before another one of his attempts to run for governor.
The violence of this time is matched by the absurdity, KKK INVITES such as when
one Klan chapter actually offered to create a Jim Crow Klan chapter for blacks
only. It was into this unstable world that Gibbs graduates entered. GIBBS JC By
the fall of 1961, a former instructor at Miles College in Birmingham, Cecil B.
Keene, made history as the Dean of Admissions at Gibbs when he admitted
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Geraldine Stephens, a white student, and the school hired a white instructor of
English. GJC INTEGRATION
While integration occurred quietly at Gibbs High, public K‐12 schools would not
see serious efforts at integration until Leon Bradley of Clearwater filed suit in May
1964. WEBBS POSTCARD We will talk about this case in detail next month. Other
civil rights battles took place in shopping centers, such as a boycott of Webb’s City
WEBBS and other stores in downtown St. Petersburg. In January 1955, Derby Lane
opened its clubhouse to African Americans for the first time, though it was a
segregated facility with services and betting windows segregated by race. DERBY
This marked the first time that blacks could enjoy all the facilities, yet they
remained segregated. Battles will continue as we move into the 1960s.
Back to schools, an important "growth industry" of the 1950s. For the first time
since the 1920s, Pinellas County needed to expand the number of campuses. Let's
focus on high schools between 1952 and 1961. In 1953, the second high school
for whites in southern Pinellas, Boca Ciega High School in Gulfport, opened its
doors. Originally known as 58th Street High School, "Bogie" was the first new high
school since the 1920s. In cookie cutter fashion, a new campus for Clearwater
High School at its current location opened in 1954. Its first name, changed before
the school opened, was "Central Pinellas High School." The school board
purchased the land in 1948 for less than $50,000 and had to hire someone to
remove all of the raccoons and possums for construction began along Gulf‐to‐Bay.
That same year, John Sexton took the helm at Northeast High School. "NEHI"
served the growing student population of north and northeast St. Petersburg.
In 1957, Largo High School moved from the current site of the School Board
headquarters to its present location along Missouri. LHS AERIAL This 1958 view
looking east of the campus shows the rural character of Largo as we look towards
Keene Road. Dixie Hollins opened in the Kenneth City area in 1959 as the first
white Pinellas high school with an extended vocational curriculum, thus becoming
a "comprehensive" high school. Finally, to meet a similar demand in northern
Pinellas, Dunedin High opened as a "comprehensive" high school in 1961.
So where were all of the graduates of the new high schools going to go if they
wanted to attend college? During the 1950s, choices were limited in the Tampa
Bay region. They could, of course, go to SPJC—“Fifth Avenue U”‐‐but the closest
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four‐year institution was the University of Tampa. The nearest public university
was the University of Florida in Gainesville, and the only other public university
for white students was Florida State in Tallahassee. Finally, in 1955, the Florida
legislature passed a bill sponsored by Sam Gibbons to create a new public
university along Florida's west coast. While the intent was to place this school in
Hillsborough County, Nelson Poynter, editor and publisher of the St. Petersburg
Times, lobbied to place the school in Pinellas. POY 1970s
In June 1954, even before the legislature had created this new institution, Poynter
and other city leaders proposed the creation of what he dubbed "Sunshine
University." Although this institution never materialized, Poynter lobbied heavily
during much of 1956 to place the newly approved public university in Pinellas. His
editorial pages regularly reminded readers that St. Petersburg was the largest city
in Florida without a baccalaureate degree granting institution. Hoping that the
new school would be named "DeSoto University," Poynter argued that the
opening of the Skyway in 1954 had made St. Petersburg the central location of
the Tampa Bay region. Where have we heard this debate before?
Poynter made his case before the legislature's higher education appropriation
committee, touting that our water in St. Petersburg was much better than that
found in Tampa. He ran into a big obstacle, since the chair of the committee was
Sam Gibbons, the Tampa lawmaker who had sponsored of the bill. Gibbons, of
course, directed that this new school, named the University of South Florida, shall
be established on that side of the bay. He also reminded Poynter that St.
Petersburg's delicious water was being pumped from Hillsborough County
aquifers. POSTCARD As if that wasn’t bad enough, just one month before Poynter
heard Gibbons remind him about the water, in August 1955, the city’s “Fountain
of Youth” drinking fountain had run dry.
Undeterred, Poynter then lobbied Presbyterian officials in Florida who sought a
home for a new liberal arts college they had planned to establish somewhere in
the state. The site selection team for Florida Presbyterian College chose St.
Petersburg, with a plan to use the former Maritime Base at Bayboro Harbor as a
provisional campus while a permanent one was built. FLA PRES Classes at Florida
Presbyterian began in the fall of 1960. This is present‐day Eckerd College.
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Let's take a recess from school and talk about entertainment. ELVIS Long before
Elvis filled the Florida Theater in downtown St. Petersburg for an August 1956
concert, Glen Dill was the first voice that many listeners heard when they tuned
into WTSP‐AM, a popular St. Petersburg radio station. RADIO By the early 1950s,
FM radio stations also became popular. TV GUIDE On May 31, 1953, WSUN,
operating on UHF Channel 38, became the first television station in the Tampa
Bay region when it began regular broadcasts in the afternoon. TV38 ADS With its
headquarters on the old Million Dollar Pier, Channel 38 originally carried
programs from four different networks, ABC, CBS, NBC, and the DuMont Network.
The original Channel 38 held a monopoly over the region's airwaves until
Channels 8 and 13 began to broadcast in 1955. TV/RADIO GUIDE Soon, television
broadcasts shared space with radio programs, and in time radio schedules were
relegated to the back of the TV listings.
While some viewers adjusted their antennas, those visiting the movies also had a
chance to see cameo appearances of notable Pinellas County locations. In
December 1953, Beneath the 12‐Mile Reef hit the silver screen. This film
recounted the battles between Greek sponge divers in Tarpon Springs as they
competed with the Conchs from Key West over territorial waters along Florida's
Gulf Coast. The opening scenes of Strategic Air Command, released in July 1955,
show Jimmy Stewart playing spring training ball at Al Lang Field. Ben Gazzara
made his film debut as a sadistic cadet in a fictional southern military academy in
The Strange One, a movie released in April 1957 that used scenes from the former
Florida Military Academy, Stetson College of Law, STETSON in Gulfport.
Now it's time for politics. During the 1950s, Pinellas County continued the trend
of becoming the first part of Florida where the Republican Party had made
noticeable progress since Reconstruction. This was due to the many Midwestern
transplants and retirees who brought their loyalty to the Republican Party with
them when they moved to Florida. CRAMER William Cramer of St. Petersburg
represented Pinellas very well, and a newcomer named Bill Young YOUNG was
beginning his career of public service. The growing influence of Republican Party
politics in a heavily Democratic state even brought Vice President Richard Nixon
to St. Petersburg in October 1960 as he battled against John F. Kennedy for the
White House. NIXON 3 IMAGES
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Another important political battle also took shape. During the 1950s, rural
counties of north Florida controlled the legislature. This group, known as the
"Porkchoppers," cared little about the urban areas. Except for special sessions,
the legislature met only every other year. While that might mean that they could
only do half as much damage, it also meant that important matters took much
too long to address. Local governments, such as the county commission, had
much less power at this time. HOME RULE One of the most important battles that
started to take shape in the 1950s dealt with the concept of "Home Rule," a
provision where the legislature would grant the burgeoning urban counties the
right to pass ordinances and deal with matters in a more expedient fashion
instead of having to wait for lawmakers to meet. Two counties that played an
important role in the battle to win home rule were Dade County, now Miami‐
Dade, and Pinellas.
The prospect of other battles also reshaped Pinellas. These were battles of the
Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union. While much of the
region remained tranquil, CLAMS the Cold War brought major changes to Pinellas.
In 1956, a man visited the Bryan's family dairy along Bryan Dairy Road. He wanted
to buy the land, but needed a quick decision. Pansy Bryan sold the land, and in
early 1957, the Pinellas Peninsula Plant, operated by General Electric, opened. GE
PLANT This site developed materials for the United States military for more than
33 years. Up the road, at a lonely intersection where Ulmerton met US 19,
Honeywell opened its doors. HONEYWELL Sperry soon followed SPERRY.
Of course, the biggest public works legacy of the Cold War was the decision to
construct interstate highways. While many of us think of interstate highways as a
convenient way to travel great distances, the appropriation that began them in
1956 provided for their funding based upon their value to our national defense: A
quick way to move troops, material, and people during time of war or disasters.
Ulmerton might have seemed a small road of limited use when it dead‐ended at
Roosevelt in the late 1950s THEN AND NOW, but it became a major artery as it
was extended through swamps near the area of the Carillon Center today to meet
with the planned route for Interstate 4. MERGING
We now know it as Interstate 275, but it was originally Interstate 4 as a four‐lane
span of the Howard Frankland Bridge was built to connect Pinellas with
Hillsborough through the interstate system. To create the exits at Fourth Street,
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Ninth (now Dr. Martin Luther King) Street, and Ulmerton Road, crews had to
dredge much of the roadway from the bottom of the bay. 2 IMAGES They also had
to extend Fourth Street, not much more than a dirt path north of Gandy, towards
the new bridge. FOURTH And do the same for Ninth Street, now Dr. Martin Luther
King Street. THEN AND NOW
As boots hit the ground, we must remember that this decade was an important
transitional moment for Pinellas. We became more urbanized, beach
communities took shape, new facilities appeared along sensitive waterfront
estuaries to meet the growing demands of the population BARTOW‐2 IMAGES,
yet, we still maintained a rural character. In 1952, a couple of years after state
law finally closed the open range, Al Boyd and his family established Boot Ranch
in the area near where Tampa Road meets Curlew. They raised Brahman bulls,
and cows were everywhere. In 1959 the St. Petersburg firm of Lovering and
Cranfield sold the first whole canned chicken from Pinellas County and Florida.
The first shipment went to Webb’s City in St. Petersburg with plans of processing
up to 20,000 chickens per week because the Tampa Bay region was considered
“the poultry center of Florida,” with more than 200,000 laying hens just in Pinellas
County. Well, Boot Ranch is long gone, but there now multiple grocery stores near
the old boot where residents of northeastern Pinellas can buy all of the chickens
that they want.
Thanks for coming today. I do have time for questions.

